
 

hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ !Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎϯ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ  ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΦ 
[ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΣ hY!Ҍ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΦ {ǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴΣ 
ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  
 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ нллнΣ hY!Ҍ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭƭȅ  
ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ 
 
hY!Ҍ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǝǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǊƛŎƘΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
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ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǝƻƴ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ 

Mike Huckabee, Former Governor of Arkansas  

April 2006 Chicago  ñ 
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hY!Ҍ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ άƎƻ-ǘƻέ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǝǝŜǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ 

ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǇǊŜŘƛǎǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ hY!Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ  ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŜƴŀƴ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΦ Lƴ мффуΣ ǘƘŜ YƛǊƪǇŀǘǊƛŎƪ 
CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀ±ƛƴŎƛ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ ! Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ ŀƴŘ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ !Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ !Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴΦ   
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{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ !Ҍ 9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭǎϰΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜŘΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
hY!Ҍ CŜƭƭƻǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ hY!Ҍ CŜƭƭƻǿǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hY!Ҍ {ǘŀũΣ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƭƻǾŜΦ  hY!Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ǿƛŘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 
Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜǎΦ 

Arts  

  
In A+ Schools the arts are: 

* taught daily  

*inclusive of drama, dance, 

music, visual art and writing  

*integrated  

*valued as essential to 

learning  

*included in planning  

*practiced  

*a part of personal 

experience  

Curriculum  

  

In A+ Schools curriculum is addressed 
through the use of: 

*mapping that reflects 

alignment  

*thematic webbing  

*development of  

essential questions  

*creation and use of 

interdisciplinary  

thematic units  

*cross -curricular integration  

Experiential Learning  

 

In A+ Schools experiential learning: 

*is grounded in  

arts -based instruction  

*is a creative process  

*acknowledges  

entry points  

*includes  

differentiated instruction  

*provides multi -faceted 

assessment opportunities  

Multiple Intelligences  

 

In A+ Schools multiple learning path-
ways are: 

*used within planning  

& assessment  

*understood by students 

and parents  

*studied, and new research 

is explored  

by teachers  

*creating balanced learning 

opportunities  

Climate  

In A+ Schools climate improves 
because: 

*teachers can manage the 

arts in their classrooms  

*stress is reduced  

*teachers are treated  

as professionals  

*morale improves  

*excitement about the 

program grows  

*A+ whole school reform is 

invigorating  

Infrastructure  

In A+ Schools infrastructure supports 
the philosophy by: 

*addressing logistics such 

as schedules that support 

planning time  

*providing appropriate 

space for the arts  

*continually developing 

faculty commitment  

* creating a shared vision  

*providing related 

professional development  

*continual team building  

Collaboration  

In A+ Schools collaboration: 

*is intentional  

*occurs within &  

outside of school  

*occurs during planning 

time: classroom teachers 

with arts teachers  

*occurs with teachers, 

students, families,  

the community,  

& local businesses  

*includes broad -based 

leadership  

Enriched Assessment  

 

In A+ Schools enriched assessment: 

*is on -going  

*is designed for learning  

*is used as documentation  

*is a reflective practice  

*helps meet school  

system requirements  

*is used to self -assess by 

teachers and students  

  

Originally created by principals, teachers, and fellows of North Carolina A+ Schools Network and reproduced with their permission. 
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 Serving more than 2100 staff and 22,500 students in 67 OKA+ schools 2011 -2012  

and more than 65 staff and 800 students in 5 OK and Arkansas Associate Schools  

Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle and High School  

Urban, Suburban, Rural  

hY!Ҍ CŜƭƭƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ 
ŀǊǝǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ 
ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
{ŜǾŜƴǘȅ-ŬǾŜ hY!Ҍ CŜƭƭƻǿǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ  ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
 

�x�� 5ŀƴŎŜ 
�x�� 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 
�x�� 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ϧ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
�x�� 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
�x�� DƛƊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ 
�x�� IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
�x�� aŀǘƘ 
�x�� aǳǎƛŎ 
�x�� tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 
�x�� {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
�x�� {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 
�x�� ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅκaŜŘƛŀ 
�x�� ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 
�x�� ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ 
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