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Oklahoma A+ Schools® Self-Assessment

OKA+ Identity Scale (Phase 1)
I.  Directions:  Determine where to rate your whole school’s overall progress regarding current use of the A+ Essentials™. For each Essential listed in the leftmost column, mark only one box on the 1-to-15 scale. Five descriptions are provided across the top of the scale characterizing differences in how schools are using the Essentials. The 15-point scale affords schools an opportunity to select points precisely along the continuum, including points between the descriptors. Completion of this scale is intended to assist your school later during the OKA+ Reflective Rubric (Phase 2) process. 
	A+ Essentials™   
	We are still in the discussion stage.
	We are moving from discussion to action.
	We make deliberate attempts to use.
	We use often to guide our practice.
	We use as an integral approach to how we operate.
	Notes/Comments/
Reminders:
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II.  Consider the processes, systems, or evidences already in place at your school when answering the following questions.   The following questions are to be used to guide your discussion:
1. In what ways are we an OKA+ School (philosophically, behaviorally, etc)?       





2. When faced with change, what approaches/strategies/processes does our school use to deal with change?      
3. What strategies, both inside and outside the classroom, do we use at our school to help students be successful?      












       

4. By whom and how are decisions made in our school?      




    

5. By whom and how are decisions made in our classroom(s)?       




    

6. How do we foster teachers’ personal and professional growth?  
     



III. Following your phase 1 process, submit the following

· a single part 1 form summarizing the ratings for your school

· a brief narrative summary or bulleted points of your school’s discoveries.

Glossary for OKA+ Identity Scale (Phase I)

A+ Essentials™: A Set of Commitments - arts, curriculum, experiential learning, multiple intelligences, enriched assessment, collaboration, infrastructure and climate.  
Arts – In A+ Schools the arts are:  taught daily; inclusive of drama, dance, music, visual art and writing; integrated; valued as essential to learning; included in planning; practiced, and a part of personal experience. 
Climate – In A+ Schools climate improves because:   teachers can manage the arts in their classrooms; stress is reduced; teachers are treated as professionals; morale improves; excitement about the program grows; A+ whole school reform is invigorating. 

Collaboration – In A+ Schools collaboration:  is intentional; occurs within & outside of school; occurs during planning time:  classroom teachers with arts teachers; occurs with teachers, students, families, the community, and local businesses; and includes broad-based leadership. 

Curriculum – In A+ Schools curriculum is addressed through the use of:   mapping that reflects alignment; thematic webbing; development of essential questions; creation and use of interdisciplinary thematic units; and cross-curricular integration. 

Enriched Assessment – In A+ Schools enriched assessment:   is ongoing; is designed for learning; is used as documentation; is a reflective practice; helps meet school system requirements; and is used to self-assess by teachers and students. 

Experiential Learning – In A+ Schools experiential learning:   is grounded in arts-based instruction; is a creative process; acknowledges entry points; includes differentiated instruction; provides multi-faceted assessment opportunities.
Infrastructure – In A+ Schools infrastructure supports the philosophy by:  addressing logistics, such as schedules that support planning time; providing appropriate space for the arts; continually developing faculty commitment; creating a shared vision; providing related professional development; and continual team building. 

Multiple Intelligences – In A+ Schools multiple learning pathways are:   used within planning & assessment; understood by students and parents; studied, and new research is explored by teachers; and creating balanced learning opportunities. 

NOTE:  

Descriptions of the A+ Essentials™ are from the Oklahoma A+ Schools website     http://www.aplusok.org/about/essentials/
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