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SAVE THE DATE
Oklahoma A+ Statewide Conference!!
August 21, 2010

OUR NEWSLETTER HAS A NEW FEATURE ... click on photos in All
Around A+ and s m A r t s for an enlarged view!

All Around A+

A+ NEW TEACHER TRAINING

This year's Spring Mini-Institute training for teachers new to schools in
the A+ network doesn't require them to be out of school! We are
piloting online interactive instruction that new A+ teachers can
complete at their leisure in the location of their choice. New A+
teachers are invited to register NOW.

(Definition of new teachers: In new A+ Schools, teachers who attended NEITHER their
school’s 5-Day Summer Institute nor the Fall 2009 Mini-Institute; in other A+ schools,
newly hired teachers who did not attend the Fall 2009 Mini-Institute)

SPRING MINI-INSTITUTE 2010
Principals and Coordinators came together at salons on the evening of
March 2 and in meetings the following day.

Salon -a gathering of people under the roof of an inspiring hostess or host, partly to
amuse one another and partly to refine their taste and increase their knowledge
through conversation and readings. The term is commonly associated with French
literary and philosophical gatherings of the 17th century and 18th century, though the
practice continues today in many cities around the world.

The Principal's Salon at the American Banjo
Museum in Bricktown OKC

Quick Links

SsmATrts
LESSON

MILLWOOD STUDENTS
PARTNER WITH
SOUTHERN NAZARENE
UNIVERSITY!

Click for helpful hints on
how to create murals for
your school or classroom.
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A TIME FOR FRIENDS!  invited participants to reflect on
sustainability as they Relaxed, Rekindled,
Revived, and Renewed. A+ principals toured the museum, which
provides a historical view of the banjo in American life and displays a
world-class collection of beautifully crafted banjos. The evening
program included a networking dinner and time for reflection on the
value of creativity and the arts, in schools and in our lives. Museum
Executive Director Johnny Baier shared his personal journey as a
musician whose life and relationship with the banjo led him to
become
the director of the amazing American Banjo Museum
venue. Douglas Back, the museum'’s Director of
Education and Outreach, demonstrated banjo
techniques and discussed opportunities for students
and schools to collaborate with the museum and take
advantage of the education-based mission of the
organization. Private and group lessons, museum
tours, and instrument demonstrations, including
culturally and historically relevant storytelling, are
among the education outreach opportunities
offered. Sunni Mercer offered a personal glimpse into A TIME TO
her journey to becoming a sculptor and her REFLECT OUR
connection to found- object art. Her story is PAST!
remarkable and will stay with those of us
privileged to hear it. She reminded us
powerfully to consider what we have at
hand and how we can use it creatively,
whether in art or in the business of
school. Pat Webb shared poetry from her
work with students at Putnam City
Academy and their personal
understanding of "sustainability.” She
brought the evening to an eloquent close
as she invited participants to share their reflections on the evening in
words or phrases written on bits of beautiful paper which became
part of the following day's meeting.

A TIME FOR TEAM WORK!

A+ Coordmators gathered for their salon at The Red Cup, on the

1 N northern edge of OKC's Asian district,
where they connected during dinner, with
Justin Witte's acoustic, soulful blues
providing an artistic, creative
atmosphere. In response to the Essential
Question, "How do we communicate
through art?,” the coordinators shared
poems, ideas, art, and song in an open
mic forum. Kudos to Jancy Toombs and

MICHAEL DUBOIS,
REGIONAL DIRECTOR,

VISITS WITH RETREAT Marianna McGrew, from Flower Mound
PARTICIPANTS School, on their terrific Sonny and Cher
rendition!

Kid Links
Check out these
amazing websites

Educator Links

Experiential
Learning

portrayed by
A+ artists

| 30in Qur Maiing List!
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At meetings on March 3 at the University
of Central Oklahoma, A+ Principals
received the newly-created A+ Principals’
Notebook and considered the essential
question, "How will we sustain ourselves,
our vision, our schools, our staffs?” The
Coordinators contributed ideas toward
the creation of an A+ Coordinators'

CHRISTINA PICKARD, A+
REGIONAL COORDINATOR,

Manual, discussed the importance of LISTENS TO GROOVY
Essential Questions, and continued their READINGS DURING THE
reflections on communication, both as a RETREAT!

network and between/among students,
parents, teachers, and community.

We want to thank everyone who participated in this year's retreat
and hope to see you at Statewide Conference, August 21, 2010!

ARTS INTEGRATION SEMINAR RECEIVES RAVE REVIEWS!
A+ Fellows Sue Scott and Stephanie Crossno led workshops on two
Saturdays in February, first at City Arts Center in OKC and then at
Northeastern State University in Broken Arrow. Participants in "Art as
Instrumental” workshops used the alphabet
as a springboard to guide invention,
synthesis, and reflection within their work
and the work of their students. They
created "alphabet books," focused on
pattern and Everyone agreed that it was
“lone of the best workshops they had

> iattended. Part1c1pants continue to share
their insights and classroom applications in a Ning.com discussion
group that was created at their request.

CLEVELAND ELEMENTARY PARTICIPATES

IN PASEO ART WALK, MARCH 5 & 6.

by Marcia Greenwood, Cleveland art teacher & A+ Fellow

Cleveland Elementary 5th grade photography students held their 3rd
annual show, composed of photos that focused on pattern, texture,
and people. Students had participated in an afterschool class with
photographer Kay Wetmore, who secured the A.K.A. gallery to display
the1r work. A.K.A. hosted a showing for parents and frlends on

Creative Classrooms

BRITTON ELEMENTARY CELEBRATES AFRICAN
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AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH ...

by Alissa Crawford, A+ Regional Coordinator

Come into Britton Elementary and be entranced
with color! Marci Stellman, visual art teacher,
keeps the hallway a vibrant gallery filled with
original student artwork. Through intentional,
collaborative planning, the teachers at Britton
find the connections in their curriculum that
allow students time to learn through the arts.

5
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Recently, Britton Elementary celebrated African American
History Month by hosting a community evening. Enjoying
a lovely spread of food and a beautifully decorated

cake featuring famous African Americans, Britton students,
staff, and community celebrated in style. Ms. Black
Oklahoma played her saxophone, several choir members
from community churches sang, and original student
artwork was displayed. Student recited poetry shared
reports on famous Black Americans and acted out stories.
A pastor from the community addressed the audience. and
families stayed after the program to visit and enjoy the
_refreshments. "It was a lovely
@cvening," said Britton principal,
s Kim Zachary.

Got Yarn? Britton also hosts a knitting club. Once a week,
members come to knit for thirty minutes at the end of the
day. The students create scarves and blankets. Although they
sell their work to buy more yarn, they gladly accept
donations of yarn and needles that will help them keep on
knitting.

A+ SCHOOL'S RESEARCH PUBLICATION AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Oklahoma A+ Schools is thrilled to announce the recent publication of a five-volume research
report titled, What the Research Tells Us: 2002 - 2007.

Volume Three: Quantitative Measures, authored by Dr. Nancy Barry, offers detailed descriptions
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of methods, procedures, results and implications accumulated from five years of research and
data collection. The quantitative impact and benefit of Oklahoma A+ Schools on students,
teachers, professional development providers and the community at large are presented.
Oklahoma State Department of Education School performance data were analyzed along with
the results of four major surveys which included: My Class Activities Student Survey (N=6,042,
2003-07), Teacher Opinion Survey (N=1728, 2003-06), A+ Faculty/Fellow Survey (N=97, 2006-
07), and The Arts Education Perception Survey (N=12,061, 2005-06). Taken together, these
tools provided descriptive insight into the A+ story.

This comprehensive study reveals statistically significant empirical evidence which
demonstrates that Oklahoma A+ schools consistently outperform their counterparts within their
district and the state on the Academic Performance Index. Survey results show that A+ students
have positive attitudes about their classroom activities. Teachers in A+ schools hold favorable
attitudes about art in education, arts integration and teacher collaboration. Faculty and Fellows
believe that A+ provides an effective model of professional development that positively impacts
the lives of children through actively supporting and improving the skills and practice of their
teacher colleagues. Analysis of data from community members reveals a more positive
perception of arts education expressed by respondents affiliated with A+ schools. This suggests
that a more favorable climate for arts education exists within A+ schools and their surrounding
communities. This investigation highlights a need and desire for deeper and broader access to
the rich framework provided by Oklahoma A+ Schools as well as continued evidence based
research for reflection and improvement.

| invite you to read this volume as well as the other four in their entirety on our website at:
http://www.aplusok.org/history/reports/

Sincerely,
Tyler Weldon
Operation Director

Get Connected

Oklahoma A+ Schools cultivates creativity across its network and wants to invite you to get
active through the arts, education and your community.

Not in an OK A+ School but would like to learn more? Click here to find out how to join the OK
A+ Schools network.

New Connections:
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LAST CALL: ANTI.GRAVITY.MATERIAL.LIGHT.Thursday, April 8, 5-9 p.m ... Celebrating the
closing weekend of Jason Peters' Anti.Gravity.Material.Light, the Last Call event at OKCMOA
will feature mini-tours of the special exhibit and permanent collection galleries, door prizes,
a cash bar, and coffee tastings provided by Café Evoke and Elemental Coffee. Join 105.3 The
Spy FM and DJ Ferris O'Brien for a live remote, followed by SpyLab DJ Blake Ward spinning
until 9 p.m. Other fun surprises and activities await you in The Couch Lounge. Admission is $5
after 5 p.m. and a special $5 menu will be available from the Museum Cafe. Members always
receive free admission! Oklahoma City Museum is located in Downtown Oklahoma City, 415
Couch Drive.

GALLERY TALK. Sunday, April 18, 2 p.m ... Join Curator for Collections Alison Amick for a
gallery talk on Sunday, April 18, at 2 p.m. Hear background information on the artist Alfonso
Ossorio and learn more about the works included in the exhibition Alfonso Ossorio: Gifts from
the Ossorio Foundation. Oklahoma City Museum is located in Downtown Oklahoma City, 415
Couch Drive.

MARCH

CELEBRATE OKLAHOMA VOICES ... a learning community empowering digital witnesses of
Oklahoma oral history. Workshops are available around the state through August 2010. Find
out how you can schedule yours today.

THE PIONEER CELLULAR SMOKIN' RED DIRT ARTS FESTIVAL CALLS FOR YOUNG ARTISTS,
Deadline April 8 ... Sixth through twelfth grade students living in Enid and Northwest
Oklahoma are invited to showcase their talent April 16 - 17 at the Pioneer Cellular Smokin' Red
Dirt Arts Festival at the Cherokee Strip Conference Center in Enid. Click for more

information, the Guardian Release Form and Art Show Entry Form.

BOREN AND THE OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE ANNOUNCES PLANS
TO STRENGTHEN AMERICAN HISTORY EDUCATION BY OFFERING $500 ELECTRONIC
FIELD TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS ... What is an Electronic Field Trip and what can it add to your
classroom? Click to find out.

GEOFFREY CANADA, 2010 BROCK PRIZE LAUREATE, TO SPEAK AT THE OSU-TULSA

CAMPUS MARCH 25 AT 4:00 pm ...

The Colleges of Education at OSU, OU, and TU are sponsoring the "Brock Symposium on
Excellence in Education” at the OSU-Tulsa campus on March 25. Canada is the "educator"
author who has worked to help urban children escape violence and poverty through the Harlem
Children's Zone, a non-profit community-based organization he founded and has served as
President and CEO for nearly 20 years. 60 Minutes featured the Harlem Children Zone on a
recent broadcast. Click for additional information and Schedule of Events. Contact Holly Blakey
at 405-744-8933.

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA'S KALEIDOSCOPE DANCERS IN CONCERT (see
attachment), March 25-27, at 7:30 p.m. in Mitchell Hall Theatre on UCO Campus. For tickets call
(405) 974-5231.

UCO PRESENTS PROJECT WILD WORKSHOP MARCH 27 ... Oklahoma Project WILD will be
conducting professional development workshops at the University of Central Oklahoma's Center
for Outdoor Adventure Recreation at Lake Arcadia. Workshops run from 9 AM to 3 PM and cost

$15. For more information on the types of workshops go to www.OKProjectWILD.org or contact

Lisa Andersonor call 405-990-1292.

UCO HOLDS 2010-2011 DANCE AUDITIONS MARCH 27 ... The University of Central
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Oklahoma's Dance Auditions and Dance Scholarship Auditions for the Academic 2010-11 year
will be held on the University of Central Oklahoma campus in the Health and Physical Education
Building, 1:00-5:00 p.m. Click for additional information.

GREAT DEPRESSION ART EXHIBIT RUNS THROUGH MAY 11 ... "Reuvisiting the New Deal:
Government Patronage and the Fine Arts, 1933-1943" exhibit will run February 6-May 11 at the
Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art. This exhibit surveys the large collection of painting, sculpture,
and prints that the museum acquired between 1935-43. For additional information, please visit
the museums website: www.ou.edu/fjima.

APRIL

PIONEER CELLULAR SMOKIN' RED DIRT FESTIVAL, April 16-17, Cherokee Strip
Conference Center, Enid. This artshow will feature the talents of sixth through twelfth grade
students living in Enid and Northwest Oklahoma.

AUTHOR GREG MORTENSON TO LECTURE APRIL 22 ... To mark its 100th anniversary, the
OU College of Engineering is hosting a free public lecture at 10 a.m. featuring Greg Mortenson,
best-selling author of Three Cups of Tea. Over the past 16 years, Mortenson and his nonprofit,
organization Central Asia Institute (CAl), have worked to promote peace through education by
establishing more than 130 schools - most of them for girls - in remote regions of Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

PENNIES FOR PEACE ... In conjunction with Mortenson's visit to Oklahoma, schools, and
youth organizations are encouraged to begin their own Pennies for Peace campaigns. Pennies
for Peace is a service-learning program sponsored by the Central Asia Institute and designed to
broaden students' cultural horizons while teaching them about their capacities as philanthropists
- one penny at a time. To register your school or organization, visit www.penniesforpeace.org.
The web site includes a K-12 curriculum, linked to standards with an assessment tool; an
implementation guide; fact sheets; printable maps, postcards, stickers & poster components;
remarkable videos that open the world of Pennies for Peace; and much more! For additional
information, please contact Mary Francis, co-chair of Pennies for Peace-Oklahoma, at
mary.francis111@gmail.com or (405) 474-0695.

NETWORK PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH
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